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Abstract

Handloom and cottage industries play a vital role in providing significant employment opportunities to
rural artisans, particularly in Dima Hasao, a district in the southern part of Assam. This region is home
to various indigenous tribes and non-tribal communities that preserve their distinct cultures, traditions,
and languages. The local economy is largely dependent on handloom and handicraft industries, with
weaving being a primary occupation for women, while men engage in art and craft. This study explores
the socio-economic impact of the cottage industry on the people of Dima Hasao, highlighting how
these industries are driven by family capital, household labor, and traditional practices. The research
further examines the role of these industries in catering to local markets, contributing to the overall
development of the community's economy, and preserving cultural heritage. Through this, the paper
underscores the importance of handloom and cottage industries in fostering sustainable socio-economic
growth.

Keywords: Dimasa handloom, traditional weaving, ERI silk, socio-economic empowerment, Northeast
India, cultural heritage, economic development, sustainable crafts

Introduction

The cottage industry, characterized by small-scale production rooted in traditional
craftsmanship, has long served as a cornerstone of rural economies and cultural heritage.
Among these, the handloom sector holds a pivotal role, particularly in regions where artisans
intricately weave cultural identity with economic sustenance. In the Dima Hasao district of
Assam, handloom weaving emerges as more than a livelihood; it represents a vibrant folk art,
integral to the cultural and economic fabric of its diverse ethnic communities.

As a repository of indigenous knowledge, the traditional handloom fabrics of Dima Hasao
showcase the exceptional talent of local weavers, reflecting their unique socio-cultural
narratives. These fabrics are not merely aesthetic expressions but serve as indispensable
elements of the socio-economic lives of village communities, fostering familial ties through
generational skill transmission and enabling economic resilience. As Mahatma Gandhi aptly
stated, “The revival of village industries will make villages self-supporting in food, clothing,
and other necessities of life.” This observation resonates deeply with the handloom sector of
Dima Hasao, where creativity intersects with sustainability.

Dima Hasao, an autonomous district under the Sixth Schedule of the Indian Constitution, is
governed by the North Cachar Hills Autonomous Council (NCHAC). The district boasts a
remarkable diversity, home to 13 tribal groups such as the Dimasa Kachari, Zeme Naga,
Hmar, Kuki, Hrangkhol, Khasi, Biate, Karbi, and others, alongside non-tribal communities,
including Bengali, Nepali, Assamese, and Manipuri populations. This mosaic of ethnicities
contributes to a unique socio-cultural ecosystem, enriching the handloom and cottage
industries through varied weaving traditions and design sensibilities.

Drawing primarily from secondary sources, this paper delves into the ethnic and cultural
profiles of Dima Hasao’s communities, unraveling how their handloom practices contribute
to holistic and sustainable development. The district’s socio-economic framework provides a
fertile ground for examining the intersection of cultural preservation, economic
empowerment, and environmental sustainability. As John Ruskin once said, “Fine art is that
in which the hand, the head, and the heart of man go together.”
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This sentiment aptly underscores the essence of handloom
weaving in Dima Hasao-a craft deeply intertwined with the
head, heart, and hands of its artisans, echoing their shared
cultural heritage and aspirations for sustainable growth.

By exploring the intrinsic relationship between the
handloom and cottage industries of Dima Hasao and their
socio-economic impacts, this research seeks to illuminate

https://www.theeconomicsjournal.com

pathways for preserving indigenous traditions while
fostering economic development. As the discourse unfolds,
it will address the district's unique challenges and
opportunities, providing insights into the potential of these
industries to serve as pillars of holistic growth and
sustainability.

”
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Objectives

1. Examine the Role of Weaving in Dimasa Culture: To
explore the significance of weaving as a cultural and
economic activity for the Dimasa people.

2. ldentify Challenges and Solutions: To assess the

challenges faced by Dimasa weavers
solutions for improving their practices.

3. Evaluate the Economic Potential of Weaving: To
analyze the economic viability of Dimasa weaving and
suggest strategies for growth and sustainability.

and propose
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Importance and Scope of the Paper

The significance of this research lies in its contribution to
understanding the intricate relationship between traditional
crafts and sustainable development, particularly within the
context of Northeast India's indigenous communities. As
one of the prominent cultural practices among the Dimasa
people, weaving has both historical and economic value that
extends beyond simple craftsmanship. This paper addresses
a critical gap in the literature by focusing on Dimasa
weaving, its preservation, and its potential for economic
empowerment. By examining the challenges faced by
Dimasa weavers, including limited access to modern tools
and markets, this study provides a comprehensive
exploration of how traditional industries can be revitalized
and modernized while preserving cultural heritage.

The scope of the paper encompasses an analysis of Dimasa
weaving as both a cultural practice and an economic
activity. It investigates the historical roots, current
challenges, and future possibilities for integrating
innovation into this industry. Moreover, it provides a
roadmap for policy recommendations, financial support
mechanisms, and community engagement strategies that
could lead to the long-term sustainability of Dimasa
weaving. This research has far-reaching implications for the
broader handloom industry in India and other indigenous
communities that rely on traditional crafts as a means of
livelihood, highlighting the potential for these industries to
thrive in a modern economy while maintaining cultural
integrity.

Review of Literature

A thorough review of literature forms the foundation for
understanding the backdrop of research in the social
sciences. For this study, a survey of the literature is essential
to contextualize the current research within the broader
field, highlighting key insights and research gaps. This
section examines the contributions of prior studies to the
handloom industry and related social and economic aspects.
Sastry (1984) [%61 investigated alternative measures of
capacity utilization in the weaving and spinning sectors,
emphasizing that the primary factor influencing capacity
utilization was the inadequate availability of raw cotton and
yarn, rather than demand-side factors. This study provided a
critical lens into the operational inefficiencies of the
industry.

Nag (2022) [*"1 asserted that cottage industries are pivotal to
rural economies, fostering sustainable development by
leveraging local resources, talent, and employment
opportunities. This underscores the importance of small-
scale industries in achieving economic resilience and
sustainability.

Lalitha Devi (1982) [*4 analyzed the status of employed
women, finding that gainful employment outside the family
significantly enhanced their autonomy and social standing.
Her study highlighted the positive correlation between
employment and women’s decision-making roles, economic
freedom, and cultural participation. Similarly, Raghunadhi
(1986) [ identified a direct relationship between gainful
employment and socioeconomic status, emphasizing the
transformative potential of employment in empowering
women.

Khan (2001) ™% reflected on India’s cultural reorientation, a
legacy of colonial rule, and its socio-cultural implications.
This perspective broadens the understanding of how cultural
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and historical dynamics shape industries like handloom
weaving.

Sarma (2015) 1 explored the role of folklore in preserving
cultural identity, emphasizing that folk traditions provide
valuable insights into the historical and cultural narratives of
a community. His earlier work (2013) traced Assam’s
folkloristic history, illustrating the interplay between
cultural preservation and societal transitions.
Complementing this, Neog and Gogoi (2013) @8
underscored that culture, language, and folk beliefs are
essential components of national development.

Pator (2013) % provided an authentic exploration of the
ethnic groups in Assam, detailing their rich cultural
heritage, administrative practices, and societal norms.
Similarly, Patiri and Saikia (2015) [l examined the
evolving multicultural identity of Assam, observing how
shifting political and cultural dynamics have influenced the
state’s social fabric.

Saikia (1986) 2% and Baud (1992) [ revealed that women
engaged in income-generating activities enjoyed improved
social status compared to those confined to domestic roles.
These findings align with Agarwal’s (1993) [l observation
that women employed in non-agricultural urban sectors
often experience enhanced societal recognition.

Das (1986) [ highlighted the economic significance of the
handloom sector in Assam, identifying opportunities for
cooperative development and administrative support. He
noted that fostering a cooperative framework could
revolutionize the industry, provided relevant agencies
exhibit creativity and commitment.

Dhar (2007) 1 explored Assam’s unique handloom
products, such as eri, muga, and pat silks, stressing the
importance of modernization and commercial orientation to
revitalize the sector. Sharma (2006) 1 emphasized that
women dominate the handloom industry in Assam and
Manipur, with nearly 90% of weavers being female. This
illustrates the sector's role in promoting women’s economic
empowerment and sustaining traditional craftsmanship.
Vision North-East (2005) [B° recognized Assam's rich
natural resources and the potential for industrial
development through small-scale industries, advocating for
a favorable industrial environment to drive employment and
economic growth.

Drucker (1985) X positioned innovation as the cornerstone
of entrepreneurship, highlighting the role of creativity in
transforming resources into wealth. This perspective aligns
with Baishya (2009) Bl who argued that traditional
agricultural practices and indigenous technologies offer
sustainable alternatives to modern exploitative systems.
Bahadur (2000) @ documented the decline of tribal textile
traditions, emphasizing the need to preserve cultural
heritage amidst globalization’s homogenizing forces. Deka
(2017) 81 extended this discourse by showcasing the vibrant
festivals and rituals of Assam’s tribal communities,
underscoring the cultural richness embedded in their
practices.

The reviewed literature suggests that while employment
enhances women’s status, this relationship is mediated by
factors such as job prestige, economic conditions, and
cultural context. Moreover, studies emphasize the critical
role of the handloom and cottage industries in preserving
cultural heritage, empowering women, and promoting
sustainable economic development.

Despite the wealth of literature, there remains a dearth of
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micro-level studies on traditional handloom culture,
particularly its products and practices. This gap underscores
the need for focused research to address the challenges and
opportunities within this sector. Dr. Das (1986) [
highlighted the immense potential of weaving the handloom
sector into a cohesive cooperative framework, requiring
both innovative strategies and administrative support.
Similarly, Sharma (2006) [ emphasized the unique
characteristics of Assam's handloom industry, particularly
its female-dominated workforce, and its potential to
empower women economically and socially.

In conclusion, the integration of traditional knowledge,
sustainable practices, and modern innovations presents an
opportunity to address the challenges faced by the handloom
industry, ensuring its resilience and contribution to holistic
development. This study aims to explore these dimensions,
bridging existing research gaps while fostering a deeper
understanding of the sector's socio-economic and cultural
dynamics.

Methodology

The methodology adopted for this research was multi-
pronged and multidimensional, encompassing both primary
and secondary data to analyze the challenges related to the
development of traditional handloom practices. The study
was designed to gather qualitative insights through field
surveys conducted across five weaving villages in Dima
Hasao district, which were purposively selected to represent
the diversity of traditional handloom practices in the region.

Sampling and Data Collection

The research employed a two-stage survey process. Initially,
households involved in traditional weaving practices were
identified and listed purposively to ensure that the sample
accurately reflected the population engaged in this industry.
A sample size of 100 households was chosen, which was
deemed sufficient to represent the weaving community in
the region, given the high prevalence of families engaged in
handloom activities.

The field survey incorporated oral interviews and structured
questionnaires to collect data on economic, social, and
cultural aspects of weaving. Questions aimed to uncover the
economic background of workers, including their weekly
income, relationships with employers, advances received,
and repayment practices. Oral interviews with older weavers
provided rich narratives of traditional weaving techniques,
intergenerational knowledge transfer, and the socio-
economic dynamics of the industry.

Folkloristic and Socio-Cultural Analysis
To document the folkloristic elements of weaving, tradition-
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bearers and practicing weavers were engaged in in-depth
discussions. Secondary sources, such as published books
and unpublished manuscripts on textiles and weaving
culture, were consulted to supplement the primary data.
Traditional designs and motifs were documented from these
sources and subjected to a comparative analysis with
contemporary commercial designs and motifs to understand
the transition from traditional to commercial weaving
practices.

Socio-Cultural Transition

A focused study of the socio-cultural dimensions of this
transition was conducted in the selected villages. The
research aimed to explore how commercialization has
influenced weaving practices, economic livelihoods, and
cultural identity. This analysis integrated primary data from
field surveys and oral interviews with secondary data from
academic and industry reports, ensuring a comprehensive
understanding of the changes in the weaving landscape.

Analytical Framework

The study was contextualized within the broader
frameworks of economics, handloom and cottage industries,
and sustainable development. The interplay between
traditional ~ knowledge systems and market-driven
imperatives was critically examined, fostering creativity and
contextual thinking to ensure alignment with the research
objectives.

Ethical Considerations

All participants were informed about the purpose of the
study, and their consent was obtained prior to data
collection. The research adhered to ethical standards,
ensuring respect for cultural heritage and safeguarding the
intellectual property of the weavers.

By employing this multi-dimensional approach, the research
provides a holistic perspective on the development of
traditional handloom practices in Dima Hasao, integrating
economic, cultural, and folkloristic dimensions.

Data Analysis

Sampling Design of the Study

The sampling design of the study focused on five weaving
villages in Maibang, Dima Hasao District, which are
predominantly inhabited by the Dimasa tribe. The selected
villages include Ardaopur, Basabari, Boro Lalbong,
Borodiger, and Bongkai. These villages were purposively
chosen due to their historical and cultural significance in
traditional handloom weaving. A comprehensive survey was
conducted across 158 households, encompassing a total of
190 respondents, as presented in Table below.

Table 1: Sample Survey Design

Area of Total No. of Selected Total No. of Male Female Tradition Bearers (Aged
Survey Households Respondents Respondents Respondents Persons)

Ardaopur 100 120 40 80 20
Basabari 10 10 5 5 5
Boro Lalbong 8 10 3 7 3
Borodiger 30 35 10 25 10
Bongkai 10 15 4 11 5
Total 158 190 62 128 43

Sources of Data
The study utilized both primary and secondary data to

comprehensively analyze the Dimasa textile and handloom
industry. Primary data were collected through field surveys,
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structured interviews, and oral histories from tradition
bearers and practicing weavers. Secondary data sources
included published books, unpublished manuscripts,
museum archives, and official reports such as the Statistical
Handbook of Assam and the Economic Survey of Assam.
Additional insights were gathered from annual souvenirs
published by textile business organizations like the Assam
Textile Institute, Guwahati.

Analysis and Inference

The Table: Sample Survey Design provides an overview of
the demographic and cultural composition of respondents in
five selected villages within the Maibang area of Dima
Hasao district. The data reflect a targeted approach to
understanding the role of traditional handloom weaving
practices among the Dimasa community. The table includes
key metrics: the number of households surveyed, the total
number of respondents, gender distribution, and the number
of tradition bearers (Aged persons). Below is a detailed
analysis of the findings:

Key Observations

Survey Coverage and Household Distribution:

= A total of 158 households were surveyed, with the
majority located in Ardaopur (100 households). This
accounts for approximately 63% of the surveyed
households, suggesting that Ardaopur is a significant
hub for traditional weaving practices.

= Villages such as Basabari, Boro Lalbong, and Bongkai
had smaller sample sizes (10, 8, and 10 households,
respectively), indicating their relatively lower
population or weaving activities compared to Ardaopur.

Gender Representation

= Of the 190 total respondents, 62 (33%) were male and
128 (67%) were female. The significant proportion of
female respondents highlights their dominant role in
traditional handloom weaving practices.

= This gender disparity underscores the traditional
association of weaving with women in Dimasa culture,
where women are the primary custodians of this craft.

Tradition Bearers (Aged Persons)

= The total number of tradition bearers, defined as aged
individuals with expertise in traditional weaving
practices, is 43, which constitutes approximately 22.6%
of the total respondents.

= Among the villages, Ardaopur has the highest number
of tradition bearers (20), followed by Borodiger (10).
These individuals are critical to preserving and
transferring traditional knowledge, as they embody oral
histories, techniques, and cultural practices associated
with weaving.

Village-Specific Insights

= Ardaopur: Dominates the survey with the largest
household sample, highest number of respondents
(120), and the greatest number of tradition bearers (20).
This suggests that Ardaopur is a focal point for
traditional weaving practices.

= Basabari and Boro Lalbong: Despite having smaller
household and respondent numbers, these villages still
exhibit active participation in weaving practices, with
tradition bearers forming a significant percentage of
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respondents.

= Borodiger and Bongkai: These villages also show a
strong presence of tradition bearers, highlighting their
cultural significance in preserving Dimasa weaving
traditions.

Inference

The data from the survey table reveal a strong gendered and
cultural dimension to handloom weaving within the Dimasa
community. The prominence of female respondents
underscores the central role of women in sustaining this
traditional craft, reflecting broader socio-cultural patterns
where weaving is both a livelihood and a cultural
expression. The presence of 43 tradition bearers across the
villages highlights the critical role of oral history and
intergenerational  knowledge transfer in preserving
indigenous practices.

However, the lower representation of male respondents
suggests either limited involvement in weaving activities or
a decline in male participation over time due to societal or
economic changes. The smaller proportion of tradition
bearers compared to the total population indicates a
potential threat to the survival of traditional weaving
techniques as younger generations appear less engaged.
From a sustainability perspective, these findings emphasize
the need for targeted interventions to support traditional
weaving, such as capacity-building initiatives, economic
incentives, and educational programs aimed at preserving
and modernizing Dimasa weaving practices. By integrating
these insights, this study highlights the potential for aligning
traditional craftsmanship with contemporary sustainable
development goals, thereby ensuring the longevity of this
cultural heritage.

Survey Findings and Observations

From the survey, key insights were obtained regarding the

socio-economic and cultural significance of traditional

weaving in the Dimasa community:

1. Demographic Distribution: The survey involved 190
respondents, of which 62 were male and 128 were
female. Female respondents constituted the majority,
actively engaging in traditional weaving as their
primary occupation. Tradition bearers, totaling 43,
provided invaluable information about historical
weaving practices, beliefs, and the gradual transition
from traditional to commercial weaving methods.

2. Generational Gap in Knowledge: The younger
generation exhibited limited awareness of traditional
weaving techniques, whereas the older generations
demonstrated expertise and deep familiarity with
traditional practices. This generational disparity
highlights the need for preserving and transferring
indigenous knowledge.

3. Use of Daophang: The traditional bamboo loom,
known as Daophang, remains a cornerstone of Dimasa
weaving culture. It is used to produce a variety of
textiles, including garments for men and women worn
during significant cultural events. These textiles are in
high demand for their cultural symbolism and
craftsmanship.

4. Silk Production: Apart from weaving, the community
engages in the rearing of Muga and Eri silkworms to
produce fine-quality silk threads. These threads are
used to create soft and warm fabrics, further enhancing
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the value of their handloom products.

Historical and Folkloristic Perspectives

The Dimasa handloom industry is deeply rooted in the
history and culture of Maibang, the former capital of the
Dimasa Kingdom from the 16" to 18™ centuries. Historical
artifacts, such as the “Stone House” on the Mahur River,
underscore the area's cultural heritage. The survey also
documented traditional motifs and designs, drawing
comparisons with contemporary commercial patterns to
understand the evolution of weaving practices.

The survey results underscore the critical role of traditional
handloom weaving in the Dimasa community's socio-
economic fabric. While the older generation preserves
traditional techniques, modernization and commercialization
have led to significant changes in weaving practices. By
fostering creativity and innovation within the framework of
sustainable development, this study highlights the
importance of preserving traditional knowledge while
adapting to contemporary economic demands.

Recommendations

Based on the findings and analysis of this research, the

following recommendations are proposed to address the

challenges faced by Dimasa weavers and to foster the
preservation and growth of this traditional craft within the
framework of holistic and sustainable development:

1. Adoption of Modern Tools and Techniques: The
traditional weaving processes in Dimasa culture are
highly time-intensive due to the unavailability of
advanced tools and technology. To improve
productivity and enable large-scale production, it is
recommended to introduce modern weaving tools and
techniques that maintain the cultural integrity of the
craft while enhancing efficiency. Collaboration with
handloom technology institutes and research centers
can help design tools tailored to the unique needs of
Dimasa weavers. Government-supported training
programs should also be conducted to ensure effective
use of these tools (Rao, 2023) [?21,

2. Establishing Market Linkages and Trade Networks:
Limited access to markets prevents weavers from
reaching potential customers, restricting their socio-
economic growth. It is recommended to organize trade
fairs, exhibitions, and digital marketing platforms to
showcase Dimasa handloom products. Setting up local
cooperatives or producer groups can help centralize
production and marketing efforts, making it easier for
weavers to connect with urban and global markets.
Partnerships with e-commerce platforms such as
Amazon Karigar and Flipkart Samarth, which focus on
traditional crafts, can further expand their reach
(Srinivasan, 2022) [2,

3. Financial Assistance for Weavers: Many weavers are
economically disadvantaged and lack the financial
means to procure modern tools or scale their
production. It is essential to provide financial support
through government grants, subsidies, and microfinance
schemes facilitated by NGOs and self-help groups
(SHGs). Special programs under initiatives like the
Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana (PMMY) can offer low-
interest loans to artisans. Moreover, creating awareness
about existing schemes and simplifying the application
process can ensure greater accessibility (Chakraborty,
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2021) [,

4. Revitalizing Traditional Knowledge Systems: The

diminishing number of tradition bearers poses a
significant threat to the sustainability of Dimasa
weaving practices. It is recommended to establish
intergenerational knowledge-sharing programs where
elder artisans mentor the younger generation.
Community weaving hubs could serve as centers for
this transfer of knowledge, ensuring that the
craftsmanship and cultural significance of weaving are
preserved.

5. Integration of Sustainability in Handloom Practices:
To align with the principles of sustainable development,
it is recommended to adopt eco-friendly practices in the
production process. This includes using organic dyes,
sustainable raw materials, and waste-reduction
techniques. Training programs on sustainable handloom
practices should be developed in collaboration with
environmental organizations and promoted through
government schemes.

6. Creating Handloom Tourism Opportunities: Dimasa
weaving can be positioned as a tourism attraction by
organizing cultural tours, workshops, and live
demonstrations of weaving techniques. This not only
provides an additional source of income for weavers but
also raises awareness of their cultural heritage among
tourists and researchers. Initiatives like 'Weave to Win'
campaigns can promote cultural tourism while fostering
pride among local communities (Sharma, 2023) 271,

7. Digitizing Weaving Patterns and Craftsmanship: To
ensure the long-term preservation of weaving patterns
and techniques, a digital archive of traditional Dimasa
designs should be created. This initiative can serve as a
resource for future generations while enabling
contemporary designers to incorporate Dimasa motifs
in modern fashion, creating a bridge between tradition
and innovation.

8. Policy Recommendations for Handloom
Development: It is imperative to develop dedicated
policies for indigenous handloom sectors, ensuring
adequate funding, research support, and market
opportunities. Policies should prioritize infrastructure
development, including the provision of common
facility centers (CFCs) for weavers and the
establishment of local procurement hubs for raw
materials.

9. Educational and Awareness Programs: To ensure the
younger generation values traditional weaving, it is
recommended to introduce handloom weaving as part
of the school curriculum in Dimasa-dominated regions.
Awareness campaigns can emphasize the cultural,
economic, and environmental significance of this craft,
fostering a sense of pride and ownership among the
youth.

10. Collaboration with National and International
Agencies: Collaborations with organizations such as
the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO) and World Crafts Council can
help promote Dimasa weaving on global platforms.
Such partnerships can facilitate international trade,
recognition, and funding opportunities for weavers,
ensuring the global visibility of Dimasa handlooms.

By implementing these recommendations, the Dimasa
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weaving tradition can not only be preserved but also
revitalized as a sustainable livelihood option, contributing
significantly to the socio-economic and cultural
development of the community. These measures will ensure
that this rich heritage thrives in the modern age, aligning
with the broader goals of sustainability and inclusive
growth.

Conclusion

Weaving has been an integral part of the Dimasa
community, representing not only an economic activity but
also a cultural identity deeply rooted in tradition. As one of
the primary cottage industries managed predominantly by
women, the art of weaving reflects the ingenuity and
craftsmanship of Dimasa women, who often begin
mastering this skill in their formative years. Historically, the
Dimasas relied on wild herbs for dyeing yarn, showcasing
their deep connection to nature and resourcefulness.
However, with modern developments and the availability of
pre-dyed yarns in local markets, traditional dyeing practices
are becoming rare, signaling a shift in techniques while
maintaining the cultural essence of their craft (Manjare, S.
0., 2019) (81,

Uniquely among the hill tribes of Northeast India, the
Dimasa people have preserved the practice of rearing eri
silkworms, producing a fine-quality silk thread used to craft
soft, warm, and elegant garments. These garments, such as
Righu Rihendi, Rihjhamphain Rihendi, Risha Rihendi, and
Rithap, embody the rich heritage and utility of their weaving
tradition. Worn primarily by elderly men and women, these
textiles serve as cultural artifacts that blend functionality
with artistic expression.

However, this study highlights the pressing challenges
threatening the sustainability of Dimasa weaving. These
include a lack of modern tools, limited market accessibility,
and financial constraints that hinder production and socio-
economic growth. Despite these obstacles, the resilience and
creativity of Dimasa weavers remain evident, offering a
foundation for revitalizing and sustaining this tradition.
Looking forward, the weaving tradition of the Dimasa
people holds immense potential not only for preserving
cultural heritage but also for contributing to the broader
goals of economic development and sustainability. By
integrating modern tools, creating robust market linkages,
and ensuring financial support, this tradition can evolve into
a thriving sector of handloom and cottage industries. As
Mahatma Gandhi once said, “A nation’s culture resides in
the hearts and in the soul of its people,” and in this context,
preserving the Dimasa weaving tradition is tantamount to
preserving the essence of their identity.

Moreover, promoting the intergenerational transfer of skills,
fostering innovation, and incorporating sustainability into
production processes will further strengthen the role of
weaving in the socio-economic upliftment of the Dimasa
community. Through these measures, weaving can
transcend its historical significance to become a cornerstone
of development, bridging the gap between tradition and
modernity.

In conclusion, Dimasa weaving is not merely a craft but a
testament to the community’s resilience, creativity, and
cultural richness. Its preservation and enhancement are
imperative not only for sustaining the livelihoods of
weavers but also for celebrating the unique heritage of the
Dimasas within the broader fabric of Northeast India’s
cultural mosaic. By addressing existing challenges and
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embracing opportunities for growth, this age-old tradition
can continue to thrive, inspiring generations to come and
serving as a symbol of cultural and economic sustainability.
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